
A LV E A R I  I L L U M I N A T I

About The Artist

Born and raised in Miami Florida, Judi Harvest lives 
in New York City and part time in Venice, Italy. With 
an MFA in art, Harvest is a multi- disciplinary artist 
working in Murano since 1988. 

As a beekeeper, gardener, artist and artisan, Judi 
Harvest’s work is directly inspired by nature and 
pollinators, specifically honeybees and bats.

Technique

ALVEARI ILLUMINATI are a series of Murano glass, 
one-of-a-kind, organically shaped and hand-blown, 
honeycomb hive inspired sculptures, illuminated from 
within.

The glass is various shades of amber, reflecting the 
actual colors and essence of honey each season and 
the flowers the bees forage on.

Materials

Amber and Honey colored Murano glass, gold leaf, 
wire with electrical component. 

The Story

These functional sculptures are inspired by the 
Nuptial Flight of the Queen Bee. Honeybees are sun 
creatures. 

When the Queen leaves the hive to mate with the 
drones, she flies in the direction of the sun, absorbing 
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the light and warmth. After mating, she returns to the 
hive and it is said the sunlight she absorbs creates a 
glow in the hive. 

Alveari Illuminati are a reflection of this story, creating 
warmth and dialogue wherever they are installed. 

Nature, Art + Artisans

Judi Harvest has worked in Murano since 1988 with 
the Maestro, Giorgio Giuman and his sons, Marco and 
Michele and daughter, Ariana.
Harvest has also collaborated with Maestro Andrea 
Zilio, glassmaster at Anfora.

She became a beekeeper in 2006 in New York 
when hearing about Colony Collapse Disorder, the 
name given to the mysterious disappearance of 
honeybees. Ultimately the cause was discovered to be 
a neonicotinoid based pesticide, causing them to lose 
their way home to their hive at sundown, suffering 
memory loss, they disappeared.

In 2013, Harvest built the Murano Honey Garden 
behind the Giorgio Giuman Glass Factory and created 
her exhibition DENATURED: Honeybees + Murano, 
comparing the disappearance of honeybees to the 
endangered glass masters, two colonies of beauty on 
the road to extinction.

The Murano Honey Garden and the honeybees 
have flourished, creating a natural oasis for the glass 
masters to rest their eyes and witness another 
colony of collaborators at work, like them, sun up to 
sundown and working all in the family, generation after 
generation. 

While the honeybees have thrived, the glass masters 
and their factories have not. This project continues 

to bring awareness and help save these artisans. The 
Murano Honey Garden is supported by sales of the 
honey, artworks and donations.

In the past 14 years, Harvest has created many 
monumental Murano glass and welded stainless steel 
sculptures including Fragmented Peace, Buddha 2003, 
Luna Piena, 2005 and Venetian Satellite, Caffe Florian, 
2006.

Harvest participated in the 2001, 2003, 2006, 2013, 
2015 and 2017 Venice Biennale with collateral 
exhibitions involving Murano glass, paintings and 
videos. 

She has participated in The Venice Glass Week since 
2017 with the Annual Murano Honey Garden Picnic 
and installations.  Her 2017 conference, CROSS- 
POLLINATION was at Palazzo Franchetti, Istituto 
Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti.

Selected Commissioned Works

Harvest has also completed several commissioned 
works in Murano glass including Centrotavola 
Veneziano, 2018 for the Gritti Palace Hotel as well as 
watercolors for their Epicurean School. 

Armani Casa, Murano glasses and serving dishes, sake 
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cups and pitchers, vases and paperweights 2010-2015.
The Venice Gardens Foundation, Literary Prize 2025, 
SASSI, thirty-six unique Murano glass table sculptures 
inspired by the water and algae in the Laguna di 
Venezia.

The Sinai Awards, Tablet Magazine, 2025 and 2026. 
Thirty-six Murano glass and gold leaf lost-wax 
sculptures of life size Matzos, custom metal base and 
engraving.

Venetian Satellite, Caffe Florian 2006, including 50 
handmade Murrine necklaces.

Judi Harvest continues to work in her studio in 
Murano and New York, bringing awareness to 
endangered species including Rhinos, Honeybees, 
Bats and Murano glass masters through her artworks, 
commissions, writings, publications, international 
exhibitions and conferences.

The Team

Concept, design and execution: 
Judi Harvest, Artist and Beekeeper, New York and 
Murano

Technical support: Roberto De Santi, Lighting designer  
Venezia

Glass blower: Maestro Marco Giuman
Giorgio Giuman Glass Factory, Serenella, Murano

Paolo Rossetto, Officina Rossetto, Murano
Metal components

Elesi luce Trebaseleghe -Padova, Illuminazione

Marco Battistella, Graphic Design, New York 

More info

www.JudiHarvest.com
JudiHarvest@gmail.com
Tel: 212-960-3100

One of the “Alveari Illuminati” while testing the light connection.

Judi Harvest working to create the “alveare” effect.

The “real” alveari and the bees at the Murano Garden in Venice.


